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isolated. I shall not try to deny that fact, but I have lived in many a city that 
did not offer a bit more amusement. Our nearest town is Silver City, eleven 
miles away, and the Colonel gives us the best transportation the station affords. 
We have never lost our annual leaves. Los Angeles is just 24 hours' ride, and 
El Paso is but 150 miles distant. The opportunity to get home by accompanying 
a patient comes once in a while. Five nurses have gone in that way this year. 
One does not know how good it is to get away from a city and to see how much 
there is of interest in a place like this until it is tried. I came here in August, 
last year. To be uncomfortable on account of heat is unknown. I have never 
slept without a blanket, even indoors, from the day I landed. And such weather! 
One can plan months ahead to go anywhere. Every morning our eyes open to 
the glorious sunshine. Come to New Mexico for a year, you city girls. You 
will never regret the move. Join the U. S. Public Health Service, which does 
more for its nurses than does any other organization. We still take care of "The 
Boys." 

Port Bayard, N. M. A. P. C. 

RECRUITING 

The Professional Students' Committee organized by the Y. W. C. A., which 
includes representatives from the Pacific Coast Field Committee of the Y. W. 
C. A., the American Red Cross and the leading schools of nursing of San Fran- 
cisco, planned a series of entertainments to promote interest in nursing as a voca- 
tion. The first of the series was a party to the seniors of the high schools of the 
city, given at the charming home of one of the friends of this movement. About 
a hundred girls accepted the invitation. A picnic supper was served by student 
nurses from Stanford University, University of California, Children's Hospital, 
St. Luke's and San Francisco Hospitals. During the evening "stunts" were given 
by the student nurses of these schools, showing many interesting pictures of the 
life of a student in a school of nursing. These showed various phases of the 
student's career, from the first interview with the principal of the school, which 
brought out many interesting facts regarding the course of study, tuition, living 
conditions, opportunities for recreation, hours on duty, etc., to the days preceding 
graduation, when plans were being made for the future, suggesting many of the 
opportunities of service for the graduate of today. Much interest was shown, 
especially in the five-year course which is being given in the universities, leading 
to a B.S. degree and a diploma in nursing. As many of the students tell us their 
mothers disapprove of their entering the schools of nursing, it was thought ad- 
visable to get in touch with the mothers of high school girls. To accomplish this, 
a tea was given for them at The Century Club, where Dr. Luce of Mills College 
gave a most inspiring talk on "The Opportunities in Nursing for the High School 
and College Graduate." The film, "Following in the Footsteps of Florence Night- 
ingale" was also shown. The third in the series of entertainments was planned 
for the members of the Y. W. C. A. Business Girls' Club. This was given in the 
Auditorium of the Y. W. C. A. Building by the student nurses from the Univer- 
sity of California, San Francisco, and Franklin Hospitals and the Army School 
of Nursing. A "Vision of the Student Nurse of 2021" made us feel that the life 
of the nurse in the future would be very easy compared with that of the present. 
The importance of recreation in the life of a student nurse was shown by the 
school songs, the dancers from the sunny South and far off India and Japan. 
Many of the unique experiences of the Army Hospital were shown, including 
taking the oath of allegiance, military drill, transfers from one post to another 
with all the joy of travel mingled with the sorrow of leaving one's friends, the 
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first interest produced by the arrival of overseas patients, and life in the cozy 
recreation houses provided by the Red Cross. The committee feels that the effort 
was fruitful, as much interest was shown by those who attended these enter- 
tainments. 

San Francisco, Calif. E. W. 

QUARTERS FOR INSTITUTIONAL NURSES 

Dear Editor: I am a graduate nurse, and I have a question which I would 
like to have a superintendent of a hospital training school answer. I prefer 
general duty in a hospital, and that is the reason I am asking this question. Why 
do superintendents give to graduate nurses on general duty such poor sleeping 
quarters? In all my experience I have never had a nice room to which I could 
go. It seems that they always give graduate nurses on general duty rooms which 
cannot be used for any other purpose. In warm climates, the top floor rooms 
are very often given to the graduate nurses and during the time when we are 
off duty it is too warm to stay in these rooms. Are we not tired after a day's 
work ? Then why should we not have pleasant rooms ? In one hospital, to which 
I went, the graduate nurses were given rooms on the fourth floor because the laws 
of the state in which that hospital was located would not permit student nurses 
to be given rooms on that floor. Another hospital gave the graduates rooms in a 
very old, dilapidated house. The smaller hospitals are less favorable than the 
larger ones, because the nurses must do the sweeping and taking care of their 
rooms. Perhaps if we did more for the graduate nurses, we would not have a 
shortage of student nurses. I would like to hear some one else's view on this 
subject. 

Texas G. K. H. 

PRIVATE DUTY NURSING 

Dear Editor: I would like to add a word of appreciation to that of the grad- 
uate who wrote in the April Journal on Private Duty work. I, too, am a gradu- 
ate with over fifteen years of experience in private' work and I think the work of a 
private duty nurse is appreciated beyond measure. My hours are anywhere from 
twelve to sixteen, yes, even twenty-four hour duty in an emergency. My charges 
are even as low as $20 per week if I am sure that is all my patient can really 
afford. Did not Christ go out among the poor as well as the rich? Should we 
consider only the money as we go out to relieve the sick? My home and my work 
are in the country and when my work is done, I rest. I have my "Ford" and 
enjoy a ride, a book, plays, and the good fresh air. Not always do I have every 
convenience. My health is splendid. To be sure, grey hairs appear, years do 
tell, but as age comes, so do kindness and appreciation come. Busy? Yes. What 
a pleasure and comfort to know I am doing my bit to make the world brighter, 
healthier and happier. 

Pennsylvania A Country R.N. 

FROM THE U. S. S. RELIEF 

The inspection of our beautiful ship can be continued as we forge northward 
to our home port, Philadelphia. Let us return to the main deck and pretend it is 
the day after I tried to explain to you the wonderful thrill which comes to us 
when we salute Our Flag. On this deck, forward, is the office of the Officer of 
the Day. You know he is the one who is required to give his undivided attention 
to official business for twenty-four hours, being relieved by the next in rotation, 



